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Vale – Marcus Collins
20 June 1946 – 20 July 2015
The University of Notre Dame
Australia remembers the
outstanding contribution of its
visionary architect and long-time
friend, Marcus Collins, who died
peacefully on Monday 20 July after
a long battle with cancer.
Since 1993, Mr Collins and his
firm have been the architects for
all buildings on the University’s
Fremantle and Broome Campuses,
and for the original design work
on the Sydney Campus. For his
enormous contribution to the
University, Marcus was conferred
an honorary degree of Doctor of
Laws by Notre Dame in 2008.
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The Objects of The University of Notre Dame Australia are:
a) the provision of university education within a context of
Catholic faith and values; and
b) the provision of an excellent standard of –
i) teaching, scholarship and research;
ii) training for the professions; and
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iii) pastoral care for its students.
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From the Vice Chancellor
“Born from the heart of the Church….”
So begins Ex Corde Ecclesiae, the apostolic constitution on
Catholic universities, a document released by Pope, now
Saint, John Paul II, 25 years ago on the Solemnity of the
Assumption, 15 August 1990. While it was the first papal
document to focus entirely on Catholic universities, it built
upon statements made in numerous papal and Church
documents (including encyclicals and letters) devoted to
Catholic education more broadly in the preceding decades.
The truth is, when I commenced at Notre Dame as a law
lecturer in 1998, I had never heard of Ex Corde Ecclesiae.
Indeed, I did not know much about Catholic universities at all.
At the time I went to university in the mid-to-late 1980s, there
were no Catholic universities in Australia, and indeed, in WA
where I grew up, there were no Catholic institutes of higher
learning as there were in the Eastern States of Australia. In
1998, Notre Dame itself had only been enrolling students
for six years, its law school was just starting, and despite
knowing that the first universities in the world were Catholic,
there was no Australian history of Catholic universities, no
local culture of Catholic higher education, and no community
of local catholic university academics or administrators. So,
it was within this context that Ex Corde Ecclesiae, together
with other seminal documents, such as Blessed Cardinal
John Henry Newman’s “Idea of a University” became a
critical and essential touchstone, guide and inspiration not
only for me, but also for all associated with the University.
Ex Corde Ecclesiae is a beautiful statement about Catholic
universities, explaining what a Catholic university is, what
its role is and what makes it different. However, it is not
an easy read, going as it does beyond the superficial
to identify and discuss the very essence of what every
Catholic university is called to be. In many ways, the
series of ‘norms’ set out in Ex Corde Ecclesiae which
each Catholic university is to uphold are actually the most
straightforward part of the document (especially for a
lawyer / administrator)! The danger is, however, that if these
norms are approached in a mechanical and bureaucratic
manner, the higher goals to which these norms are directed
will not be lived and indeed, may be lost altogether.
In seeking to illustrate the higher goals of a Catholic university,
St John Paul II points out the essential twofold nature of
the Catholic university. The university is a centre of higher
learning, for seeking truth through research and teaching,
for communicating that knowledge to others for the good
of society. We are called to excellence in the way that any
university should be – in its teaching, its research and its
service to society. Yet at the same time, we are a university
that is Catholic. This Catholic identity is not an extrinsic
‘add-on’, but rather is at the heart of all that we do. Indeed,

St John Paul II reminds us that all our activities should be
informed and animated by Catholic ideals and attitudes
and that we have an institutional responsibility to offer a
Christian presence in the university world. The ways in
which we are called as Catholic universities outlined by
St John Paul II, include, dedicating ourselves to the cause
of truth, promoting dialogue between faith and reason,
providing opportunities for all in the community to integrate
faith with life, providing excellent and authentic pastoral
care, fostering a sense of community inspired by Christ
which assists each of its members to achieve “wholeness as
human persons”, integrating the disciplines and engaging in
cultural dialogue as a service to the Church and the world.
The establishment of Notre Dame by an Act of
Parliament occurred less than a year before the release
of Ex Corde Ecclesiae.
If I was to be asked how Notre Dame has put Ex Corde
Ecclesiae into action, I could point to the fact that it underpins
our strategic and operational decision making, it shapes
our academic offerings (including but not limited to the Core
Curriculum) and our research foci, it shapes and informs
our commitment to the promotion of service learning and
volunteerism, it shapes the design and beauty of our facilities
and spaces, and it shapes how we come together as a
community to celebrate and commemorate significant events.
Yet if I was to be asked the more challenging question as to
whether our Catholic identity is at the very heart of what we
do (instead of something extrinsic), I would find it infinitely
more difficult to produce tangible evidence to verify this.
For the above attributes, important as they are, can still be
approached in a mechanical, bureaucratic, even a lifeless way.
Instead, what I think I would point to is our ongoing
commitment to forming, as St John Paul II put it so well,
“an authentic human community, animated by the spirit of
Christ”. We are, first and foremost, a University community
that is sustained by faith in Jesus Christ and His Church.
This is what underpins the personalised approach to higher
education we seek to offer, because it underpins our vision
of each person: made in the image and likeness of God,
unique and unrepeatable, deserving of every opportunity
to fulfil their humanity and reach their God-given potential.
We are deeply grateful for the vision of Catholic higher
education set forth in Ex Corde Ecclesiae and we remain
committed to faithfully responding to all that it calls us to be.

Professor Celia Hammond
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University education within a context of Catholic faith and values

25th anniversary
of Ex Corde
Ecclesiae
Thinking critically; acting
ethically; growing spiritually –
building mind and character
InPrincipio — Vol. 27 • August 2015
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“Most often, we are told what
to think, but the Core allows
you to think for yourself. It
challenges what you think and
what you believe, and it opens
your mind to new possibilities
and a deeper understanding of
what you already know.”
– Christine Fisk
Master of Philosophy (Theology) student

Christine Fisk, a Master of Philosophy (Theology) student,
said: “Most often, we are told what to think, but the Core
allows you to think for yourself. It challenges what you
think and what you believe, and it opens your mind to
new possibilities and a deeper understanding of what you
already know.”
Riley Munro, a Bachelor of Arts student, said the
program exposed him to ideas which improved his
critical thinking skills.
“Studying the Core has opened me up to new ideas
– they have been in western civilisation for thousands
of years – but if I hadn’t gone to a university like Notre
Dame with a curriculum that encompassed Philosophy,

Students attend university for many reasons – to continue

Theology and Ethics, I don’t think I would have even had

their studies, gain a qualification, train for a profession,

the opportunity to study them,” Riley said.

learn together with others or to meet different people.

The document calls on Catholic universities across the

“The University does not exist
simply to qualify people for a
workplace, or ensure they have
enough knowledge or skills
to feed themselves and make
money. The very essence of this
University is the gathering of all
the disciplines of research under
one roof in order for them to
attempt the ultimate intellectual
project: a unified view of reality.”

world to “better respond to the task of bringing the message

–C
 hristian Stephens

Yet what distinguishes The University of Notre Dame
Australia from others is an ongoing pursuit of the
integration of knowledge, a dialogue between faith and
reason, an ethical concern, and a theological perspective.
How can we identify this truth and knowledge? Why does
this understanding play such a pivotal role in our working
and private lives? What are we on this earth to achieve?
In 2015, Notre Dame, as a university built upon the Catholic
intellectual tradition, celebrates the 25th anniversary of
Ex Corde Ecclesiae – an apostolic constitution issued by
Pope Saint John Paul II, which guides Catholic universities
in this search for truth and meaning.

of Christ to man, to society, [and] to the various cultures”.
Notre Dame’s Core Curriculum challenges and encourages
students to explore these fundamental questions with
the aim of making their lives more meaningful and richer
in potential. Christian Stephens (pictured), Lecturer in
the School of Philosophy & Theology, Sydney, said the
Core offered a unique perspective away from mindless
distractions, hedonism and consumerism.
“It is where we ask, ‘what is the very meaning of scientific
and technological research on social life and culture’, and
on an even more profound level, ‘what is the very meaning
of the human person’,” Mr Stephens said.
“The University does not exist simply to qualify people for a
workplace, or ensure they have enough knowledge or skills
to feed themselves and make money. The very essence
of this University is the gathering of all the disciplines of
research under one roof in order for them to attempt the
ultimate intellectual project: a unified view of reality.”

The University of Notre Dame Australia magazine
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The provision of an excellent standard of training for the professions

A one penny coin.

A pair of scissors and a key that have corroded together over time.

A pocket knife.
Fragments of a pearlware plate.

Hands-on
history:
Digging up
WA’s past
InPrincipio — Vol. 27 • August 2015
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The year was 1828.

Englishman, Thomas Peel, a committed colonial promoter and landowner, joined a syndicate of
financiers in proposing to the British government a plan to transfer 10,000 settlers within four years
to a new free colony which was to be founded at Swan River, Western Australia.
Mr Peel’s priority site was a 250,000 acre allotment on the southern banks of the Swan and Canning
Rivers. The government stipulated that the first British settlers needed to arrive in the colony prior to
1 November 1829, in order for him to retain this site.
However, when the Gilmore, the partnership’s first vessel carrying approximately 179 migrants,
arrived six weeks late, Mr Peel was left without his priority site with limited money and supplies.
Malnutrition and disease were rife amongst the settlers at the newly-proposed town site of Clarence,
with the relationship between the migrants and Mr Peel turning sour shortly after the colonists arrived.
The migrants, of what was eventually known colloquially as Peel Town, comprised more than one
third of WA’s population at the time. Sixty per cent of the settler population were children.
– Dr Shane Burke

Recent discoveries by academics

“It is a site that contains a rich

unearthing of semi-complete ceramic

and Archaeology students from The

archaeological record that almost

plates with English transfer patterns

University of Notre Dame Australia’s

ensures the discovery of objects

suggest that some colonists purchased

School of Arts & Sciences, Fremantle,

during fieldwork. This is incorporated

new items before heading abroad.

are providing a glimpse into Western

into many archaeology units offered.

Australia’s colonial past and the first
settlers’ stories of hope and survival.

Ultimately, these artefacts, and

“One can read about techniques,

others, paint a larger picture of family

methods and theories, but getting

life in Hooghly Town during 1830 –

Emphasising the importance of

into the field enacts a learning

especially regarding food preparation,

hands-on learning, the University’s

experience that cannot be transferred

consumption and disposal.

Archaeology program takes students

and absorbed through books.”

out of the classroom and into the field.
Underpinned by comprehensive
archaeological training in method and
theory, field survey and excavation,
Notre Dame students are able to
contribute meaningfully to the study
of human behaviour over the last
200 years of WA’s history.

student from the University of

covered by a swathe of forest as part

Portland, said having practical

of the Beeliar Regional Park, is roughly

learning experiences as part of her

15km south of Notre Dame’s Fremantle

studies would be of great importance

Campus. A small portion of this site,

to her future career.

known as Hooghly Town for its settlers

was deposited five or six metres

“One can read about
techniques, methods and
theories, but getting into
the field enacts a learning
experience that cannot be
transferred and absorbed
through books.”

away in a rubbish disposal area. The

– Dr Shane Burke

who arrived on a ship called Hooghly,
was the focus of an archaeological

“Archaeology students at Notre

dig conducted by Dr Burke and

Dame are extraordinarily lucky in

students during Semester One, 2015.

that Western Australia’s premier
early colonial site is 25 minutes
south of the Fremantle Campus,”
Dr Shane Burke, Coordinator of the
Archaeology program in the School
of Arts & Sciences, Fremantle, said.

Rebecca Cuddihy, a Study Abroad

Peel Town, a 60 hectare site now

Discoveries of charcoal, small fragments
of glass and ceramic, and English
flint all suggested that the material
gathered from the family household

The University of Notre Dame Australia magazine
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The provision of an excellent standard of training for the professions

“Understanding the stories of Thomas

WA’s early colonists had experienced

the Department of Environment

Peel, the early Western Australian

life outside of their motherland.

and Conservation, the Native

settlers and their experiences in
their new home provided me with
great insight into the development
of humanity over the past two
centuries,” Rebecca said.
“Hands-on learning makes each
experience more exciting and real. We
even found objects exotic to a British
settlement, such as French cognac
bottles and Chinese and Japanese
ceramics. These highlight that some of

“I am truly grateful to Notre Dame
and its Archaeology program for
having the opportunity to contribute

Title Tribunal, Rio Tinto and BHP.
Postgraduate research opportunities
are also available in Archaeology.

meaningfully to the history of Western

“Students see the physical results

Australia through my studies.”

of people living in the past – their

Graduates of Notre Dame’s
Archaeology program have gained
employment in a number of state
and federal government departments
and mining companies, such as the
Department of Indigenous Affairs,

successes and their failures, and
behaviours not often discussed or
alluded to in the historical record.
Archaeology has always made those
that study the discipline more aware
of the present,” Dr Burke said.

Medicine students plant seeds for
women’s equality at UN
Nine students from The University of Notre Dame

“The session added so many dimensions to my

Australia’s School of Medicine, Sydney, attended the 59th

understanding of human rights and equality, and what it

session of the Commission on the Status of Women, at the

takes to achieve these ideals in a world that is so diverse,”

United Nations Headquarters in New York.

she said.

The Commission’s two week session addressed the health

Program Coordinator and Head of Obstetrics and

and gender equality issues currently affecting women

Gynaecology, Professor Gabrielle Casper, said students

across the world.

came away with a real desire to use their medical knowledge

Whilst at the session, the travelling Medicine students:
Amy Hicks, Diana Dionisio, Emily Sullivan, Emma Kelso,

to redress social inequities and gained an understanding
of the avenues to achieve real and practical change.

Fleur Roxburgh, Hannah Bascand, Lee-att Green,
Amanda Bennett and Regina Waterhouse, donated nine
portable ultrasound machines, provided by an Australian
benefactor, to doctors from developing countries.
Students also heard first-hand from international medics
on the inequality of health services for women and girls,
while meeting experts and health advocacy leaders who
have been working towards change.
Diana, a final-year student, said the session gave her
an invaluable opportunity to gain an insight into the
importance of the advancement of women as leaders
in education and employment, particularly in order
to address issues such as gender inequity and the
‘unconscious bias’ of human resources.
For Amy, the experience also strengthened her interest in
human rights, as well as the health status of women and
children globally.
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Medicine students from Notre Dame at the 59th session of the
Commission on the Status of Women.
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Graduates rate Notre Dame 5 stars
for the ninth successive year
The University of Notre Dame Australia has received 5-star

“Students are at the heart of Notre Dame. We recognise

ratings from graduates for the ninth consecutive year in an

and value the uniqueness of each and every student and

independent survey conducted by The Good Universities

we seek to provide an environment in which every student

Guide. These results position Notre Dame as one of the

is encouraged and enabled to reach their potential.”

highest rated universities in Australia.

Natasha Rodricks, a Bachelor of Arts graduate from Notre

Notre Dame received the maximum 5-star rating in the

Dame’s School of Arts & Sciences, Sydney, said she felt

categories of: ‘Teaching Quality’, ‘Generic Skills’ and

enriched by the environment of creativity the University

‘Overall Graduate Satisfaction’. Notre Dame also received

fostered and encouraged.

5-star ratings in the categories of ‘Graduate Starting
Salary’ and ‘Getting a Full-time Job’ for the second
consecutive year.
To receive 5-star ratings in any category, graduates need to
have rated their courses higher than 80 per cent of graduates
in similar fields from other higher education institutions.
“We are delighted that our graduates continue to value

“I feel privileged to have completed my education at
an institution that values learning, community and the
personal development of each of its students,”
Ms Rodricks said.
“My time at Notre Dame has set me up well for the
future, shaping me to think critically, logically and morally
when faced with new problems and decisions.”

their Notre Dame experience so highly and that their
outcomes post-University are so positive,” Professor
Celia Hammond, Notre Dame Vice Chancellor, said.

The University of Notre Dame Australia magazine
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The provision of an excellent standard of pastoral care for its students

Building a
supportive
foundation
for lifelong
learning

Dr Angus Brook (standing) with Notre Dame Sydney Campus students Alexander Carlos, Holly Riddle and Max Agapitos.
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One of the main goals of a Catholic university is to foster and

“The University’s individualised approach has given me

promote the formation of good moral and intellectual habits.

the support I needed to develop my own unique gifts

For this reason, The University of Notre Dame Australia’s
commitment to the pastoral care of students, underpinned
by a Catholic ethos, involves helping them to become
critical thinkers, capable of analysis, and to foster a love for
lifelong learning.
“To offer pastoral care involves relating to students with an
eye to their formation as well-integrated persons, potential
professionals, and to the development of their intellects to
ensure that they become well-rounded and rigorous in their
thinking, writing, and research,” Dr Angus Brook, Acting
Dean of the School of Arts & Sciences, Sydney, said.

and talents. From the University developing a relationship
with my secondary school, to handling my application
and developing a relationship with staff – the one-to-one
contact has been constantly exemplified,” Max said.

“Our goal is ultimately to help our
students to work and live well –
to flourish and to be part of the
wider community.” – Dr Angus Brook
According to Dr Brook, that is exactly what pastoral care

Alexander Carlos, a fourth-year Bachelor of Laws / Bachelor of

is all about – doing one’s best to ensure that students

Arts student, said the University’s dedication to pastoral care

are ethical, have integrity, and excel as best they can in

was fundamental to the unique experience at Notre Dame.

their field of study. “It’s also important that they attempt

“At Notre Dame you absolutely feel valued and cared for in

to do so in a way that is personal and caring rather than

each environment and every interaction with the University,

bureaucratic,” he said.

and this goes a long way towards the promotion of our

“We cannot merely see and treat our students as

wellbeing,” Alexander said.

depositories of learning or future professionals whose sole

“This is exemplified in that every lecturer makes an active

goals will be to work and consume.

effort to learn every person’s name and to ensure they are

“Our goal is ultimately to help our students to work

never left behind. Additionally, the focus on smaller class

and live well – to flourish and to be part of the wider

sizes at Notre Dame encourages you to be actively involved

community. A pastorally caring academic aims to nourish

during seminars and take control over your education.”

all members of the university community. This, precisely,

For Max Agapitos, a third-year Bachelor of Primary

is what defines the pastoral care relationship between

Education student, pastoral care has been a highlight of

academic and student.”

his Notre Dame experience.

University statement on pastoral care
Pastoral care at Notre Dame is an institutional and individual response to the call of Jesus for us “to love one another
as I have loved you” (John 15.12) and “in everything do to others as you would have them do to you” (Matthew 7:12). It is
based on respect for the dignity and uniqueness of each and every person who is made in the image and likeness of God
(Genesis 1:27). It is shaped and formed by the example of Jesus (the Good Shepherd) and Catholic Teaching.
As a Catholic university committed to the provision of excellent pastoral care, Notre Dame seeks to promote and enhance
the wellbeing of each individual student; to help them achieve wholeness as human persons. Notre Dame does this
through the provision of an integrative education, a personalised educational experience for every student, and providing
opportunities and an environment in which students are encouraged to grow and develop in all aspects of their life:
personal, social, physical, mental and spiritual.
Tangible evidence of pastoral care at Notre Dame can be seen from the personalised approach to admissions, small class
sizes, one-on-one contact with academic staff, individualised academic and counselling support programs, welcoming
liturgies and faith opportunities, sporting and cultural activities, to name a few. Less tangibly, but no less important for that,
it shapes and animates how the University carries out its mission; for example, how it approaches decision making, how it
forms its processes and its policies.
Above all, students are the heart and centre of Notre Dame. In all that it does, the University seeks to provide an
environment in which every student is encouraged and enabled to develop their own unique gifts and talents, to realise
their God given potential, to realise their interconnectedness with all others and to seek to serve the common good.

The University of Notre Dame Australia magazine
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of an excellent standard of pastoral care for its students

The best of
both worlds:

supporting elite athletes
for academic success
With rigorous training schedules and travelling for

“Through continued opportunities to represent my country,

competitions, there may have been a time when athletes

hopefully I can prove to myself that I am good enough to

had to choose between a sporting career and achieving a

not only be in the Australian squad but also be a major

professional qualification – but not anymore.

contributor to our success in the pool,” Will said.

The University of Notre Dame Australia is part of the Elite

Bachelor of Laws/Bachelor of Commerce student on the

Athlete Friendly University (EAFU) program which supports

Sydney Campus and international biathlon competitor,

Australia’s elite athletes to achieve academic excellence

Daniel Walker, is on a mission to realise his dream of

while pursuing a sporting career.

representing Australia at the 2018 Olympic Games.

Study is integrated with training and competing by giving
athletes the ability to negotiate their study load and hours,

Last year, he equalled his best ever percentage of 18.7 per
cent at the International Biathlon Union Cup.

assessment deadlines and exam deferrals. This also

Completing his studies whilst competing around the

allows students to achieve the ultimate success in their

world is no easy feat, but Daniel is determined to find

desired sport.

the right balance.

Brianna Throssell, a Physiotherapy student on the

“I am able to combine my studies and training/competition

Fremantle Campus and 2015 WA Swimmer of the Year,

with the help of Notre Dame, by allowing a reduced

is an excellent example of how to maintain a positive

subject load, one-on-one meetings with lecturers and

balance between sporting and academia.

deferred exams,” Daniel said.

“Education is a priority of mine. Notre Dame’s Elite Athlete

Deputy Director, Admissions and Student Services on the

Friendly Program allows me to coordinate my units of

Fremantle Campus, David McLean, says the University

study around my swimming training sessions and meets

will continue to support elite athletes in their quest for

which gives me the confidence in balancing my sporting

academic and sporting success.

and academic lives,” Brianna said.

“These are all great examples of how Notre Dame’s Elite

Representing Australia in water polo at the 2015 World

Athlete Friendly University program is assisting students

University Games in Gawngju, South Korea, was first-year

to achieve well academically and compete in their sport of

Exercise and Sport Science student on the Fremantle

choice at a world class level,” Mr McLean said.

Campus, Will Mackay. After spending many years in the
pool as a swimmer in his early childhood, Will started
playing water polo at the age of 11 and in July competed
amongst the highest calibre of competitors in the world.
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For more information on Notre Dame’s Elite Athlete Friendly
University program, please visit nd.edu.au/eafu.
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“I chose to study at Notre
Dame for its personalised
approach to education,
smaller class sizes and the
wonderful campus life here in
Fremantle. The support I have
received from staff has been
overwhelming.” – Brianna Throssell

“I love the challenging
nature of the sport.
Not only does it have a
strength and endurance
aspect but it also has a
skill aspect. Biathlon is also
interesting because on any
day a different person could
win, and it is in no way
predictable.” – Daniel Walker

“I’m so grateful for having
this opportunity to attend
the World University Games
playing the sport I love. It
was a privilege to be able
to represent my country
and Notre Dame in Korea.”
– Will Mackay
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University News

The role of laity
since Vatican II

Sisters of St John of God
Visiting Scholar
The University of Notre Dame Australia welcomed Father

Professor Tracey Rowland, internationally renowned

Thomas Scirghi SJ to the Fremantle Campus in July as the

theologian and Dean of Melbourne’s John Paul II Institute

first Visiting Scholar in a new program sponsored by the

for Marriage and Family, delivered an inspiring talk about

Sisters of St John of God.

the role of laity in post-Vatican II Catholicism at The
University of Notre Dame Australia’s Fremantle Campus in
June 2015.

The Visiting Scholar Program sees an eminent scholar
in Catholic spirituality visit Notre Dame’s Fremantle
Campus for up to 12 weeks each year. The scholars will

During her lecture titled: ‘Laity in the life of the Church

provide formation opportunities that build upon the ‘lived

since Vatican II’, Professor Rowland said Lumen gentium,

experience’ of the person.

a core component of Vatican II, was the breakthrough
document that guided the laity in playing a more active role
in the Catholic Church.

“This Program aims to help the laity become more aware
of their own dignity as children of God and the richness of
their lived experience and a renewed sense of meaning,

Drawing on the visions of Pope John Paul II and

calling and fulfilment in life,“ Professor Selma Alliex, Head

Pope Benedict XVI, Professor Rowland concluded by

of the Fremantle Campus, said.

emphasising the role of the laity in evangelisation through
their own special gifts and talents.

Fr Scirghi, Associate Professor of Theology at
Fordham University in New York City, USA, delivered

“The topic of Professor Tracey Rowland’s lecture was

two public lectures and an intensive unit of study

especially significant to us as Australia’s first lay-founded

in Sacramental Theology through the School of

Catholic university,” Professor Celia Hammond, Vice

Education whilst at the University.

Chancellor, said.

His first lecture titled ‘Naming the unknown God: divinity,

“Notre Dame continues to provide special opportunities for

dictators and Disney’ discussed how Christian preaching

its staff, students and the wider community to explore and

could engage the ‘nones’ – individuals who don’t

further their understanding of faith.”

associate with a religion, yet claim to experience some sort

In 2014, Pope Francis appointed Professor Rowland to

of spirituality in their lives – and secularists in conversation.

be one of five women on the 30-member International

Fr Scirghi also examined the role of liturgy – the service

Theological Commission, which assists the Holy See as

of God in thanksgiving for creation and redemption – in

part of the Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith.

seeking justice during his second lecture.
For further information, please contact the
Sisters of St John of God on +61 8 9346 944 or
information@ssjg.org.

Dr Philip Matthews, Dean of the School of Philosophy & Theology,
Fremantle, Professor Tracey Rowland and Professor Celia Hammond.
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Fr Thomas Scirghi SJ at the Sisiters of St John of God Lecture Series.
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How the stories of the Rainsnake live on
from Bidyadanga – an Aboriginal community located
approximately 190km south of Broome.
This diverse cultural mix is evident in the vibrant colours
used in Rainsnake: the orange and red circles represent
campfires; the rich black are the people who sit around the
fires; blue is used to characterise the colour of the ocean
near Broome, and symbolise his mother; the shades of
red and brown portray the Wyndham earth; and the blue
circles are the waterholes.

“This picture shows how
Aboriginal people tell the story
of the snake and how it’s retold
from generation to generation.”
– Lindsay Haji-Ali
“I wanted to give something good to Notre Dame which
captured the thoughts of the Aboriginal people in the
Kimberley; something I also believe in,” Mr Haji-Ali said.
“The use of the blues and deep reds gives the image
some vibrancy. The final product is a result of nearly ten
hours of work.”
Mr Haji-Ali has long had a connection to Catholic education
in the Kimberley, working as an Aboriginal Teaching Assistant
Rainsnake,
painted by Lindsay Haji-Ali in 1999.
.

and as a staff member at the Catholic Education Office,
Broome. His wife, Frances, graduated from Notre Dame’s

The illustration of a mythical ancestor that inhabits the

Broome Campus with a Bachelor of Education in 2000.

waterholes of Wyndham in Western Australia has been gifted

Kathleen Kane, Senior Library Technician on the Broome

to The University of Notre Dame Australia’s Broome Campus.

Campus, said this painting was chosen because it

This artwork by Kununurra-based artist, Lindsay Haji-Ali,

represented the long connection between the Broome

serves as a reflection of the University’s ongoing

Campus and the Aboriginal people of the Kimberley.

commitment to preserving the stories and cultural

“Using this colourful painting on the Broome Campus

traditions of the Kimberley region’s Aboriginal people.

confirms this connection, as does the fact that Notre Dame

Painted in 1999, the artwork Rainsnake, tells the story

endeavours to be a University of reconciliation,”

of the Rainsnake that lives in the waterholes in the East

Mrs Kane said.

Kimberley region. It depicts how stories of this creature are
passed on through gatherings of people at waterholes.
“This picture shows how Aboriginal people tell the story of
the snake and how it’s retold from generation to generation.
It also shows snakes and waterholes; this is the belief that
the Rainsnake made the waterholes so, today, we come to
respect those waterholes,” Mr Haji-Ali said.
Born and educated in Wyndham, Mr Haji-Ali draws
much of his creative inspiration from his rich cultural
background; his father being from Malaysia and his mother

Lindsay Haji-Ali with his wife Frances and two of their children, Aaron and Celeste.
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Delegates at the Indigenous Leaders Roundtable on the Broome Campus. Photo: Australian Human Rights Commission.

Historic Roundtable on Indigenous
property rights hosted by Notre Dame
More than 40 of the country’s most prominent Aboriginal

Five sets of issues were identified during this discussion

and Torres Strait Islander leaders gathered at The University

which would enable economic development in Indigenous

of Notre Dame Australia’s Broome Campus on 19 to 20

communities. These included fungibility and Native Title;

May 2015, to map out a national agenda of Indigenous

business development support; financing economic

property rights to, ultimately, reflect the gains achieved by

development within the Indigenous estate; compensation;

recent land rights and Native Title negotiations.

and promoting Indigenous peoples’ rights to development.

The Roundtable was coordinated by Aboriginal and

“I’ve often said that property rights are the forgotten human

Torres Strait Islander Social Justice Commissioner,

right, and that is what has come out of this meeting.

Mick Gooda, and Australia’s Human Rights Commissioner,

When you touch on such a critical issue that undermines

Tim Wilson, with support from Notre Dame’s Nulungu

economic security and participation in society, there is an

Research Institute. This was on the back of a trip to the

overwhelming enthusiasm to talk about these issues in a

Broome Campus in August 2014 by Mr Gooda to deliver

constructive way to effect change,” Mr Wilson said.

the Nulungu Reconciliation Lecture on Indigenous
constitutional recognition.

Mr Gooda said it was important to continue the dialogue
on this issue in order to build sustainable housing which

Other attendees at the Roundtable included Australia’s

was necessary for the future of Australia’s Aboriginal and

Attorney-General, George Brandis QC; Cape York leader,

Torres Strait Islander communities.

Noel Pearson; reconciliation advocate and Professor at
Notre Dame, Dr Patrick Dodson; Northern Land Council
Chief Executive, Joe Morrison; National Native Title
Tribunal President, Raelene Webb; and Northern Australia
Land and Sea Management Alliance Chairman, Peter Yu.
Discussions surrounded the nature of Indigenous
property rights across the country, with a focus on how to
overcome government regulations, compensation troubles,
legislative changes and, above all, maximise the gains from
land rights and Native Title agreements.
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Bruce Gorring, Research Coordinator at the Nulungu
Research Institute, said the Roundtable was not only a
significant event for Indigenous people, but also for the
University in upholding its commitment to reconciliation.
“Notre Dame’s Broome Campus was delighted to host such
an important discussion with some of Australia’s leading
Indigenous and human rights’ figures – one that will hopefully
provide long-term benefits to Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander communities across the nation,” Mr Gorring said.
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Great teachers,
effective instruction –
essential ingredients
for schools
Delivering a positive education experience in remote
Australian classrooms based on quality teaching and
effective instruction will ensure student literacy rates
increase, according to Indigenous lawyer, academic, land

Indigenous property
rights – forgotten
human right
Australia’s Human Rights Commissioner and public
policy analyst, Tim Wilson, says Indigenous property
rights is a ‘forgotten’ human right and fundamental for
the long-term sustainability of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander communities.

rights activist and founder of the Cape York Institute for

Mr Wilson spoke on the topic: ‘From securing Native Title

Policy and Leadership, Noel Pearson.

to exercising property rights’, in a public lecture at

Mr Pearson delivered a public lecture to more than 200
people in Graduation Square at The University of Notre Dame

The University of Notre Dame Australia’s Broome Campus
on 21 May 2015.

Australia’s Broome Campus on Wednesday 20 May 2015. He

“Throughout the consultations, property rights were

spoke about Good to Great Schools Australia (GGSA) and the

consistently an issue for the Australian public, wherever we

literacy program currently being rolled out in schools across

went around the country. Issues ranged from the treatment of

northern Australia, including Western Australia’s Kimberley

older people selling their homes so they could access aged

region. The lecture was co-hosted by Notre Dame, the

care and making sure they did it with consent and weren’t

Kimberley Development Commission and GGSA.

being taken advantage of, to people who permanently lived

Good to Great Schools Australia is a not-for-profit organisation

in caravan parks which were then sold off,” Mr Wilson said.

that supports school transition from poor to fair; fair to good;

“Property rights must be attainable for all, but no one has

good to great. This is achieved using different education

a specific right to an individual form of property beyond

techniques, Explicit Direct Instruction and Direct Instruction,

themselves; it has to be secured through effort.

to accelerate the performance of students in the classroom.
“The teacher delivering effective instruction to the student;
we think that is what schooling is all about. The cornerstone
of the relationship between the teacher and the student is
effective instruction,” Mr Pearson said.
In 2015, a number of remote schools across Western
Australia, the Northern Territory and Queensland adopted
the Good to Great Schools literacy model.
Sally Clark, Acting Head of the Broome Campus, said:
“the topic of Noel Pearson’s lecture was especially
significant to us given our ongoing commitment to
reconciliation and improving the lives of the country’s

“But there is a real opportunity to reassert the privacy and
justice of the human rights of property in one area where
it is clearly being denied and that is with Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples. For more than 200 years,
they have been denied access to their lands.
“It’s not enough for Aboriginal Australians to simply ‘have
Title’. They must also have the freedom to exercise their
property rights.”
Bruce Gorring, Research Coordinator at the Nulungu
Research Institute, said Mr Wilson’s public lecture was the ideal
conclusion to the historic Indigenous Leaders Roundtable.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples through
educational opportunities.”

Noel Pearson delivers a public lecture on the Good to Great Schools
Australia program in Graduation Square at Notre Dame’s Broome Campus.

Tim Wilson delivers a public lecture as part of the Nulungu Talking Heads
Seminar Series on Notre Dame’s Broome Campus.
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New pathway course broadens horizons for
regional and remote students
The University of Notre Dame Australia has launched an

often lack the results required for university entry, but

innovative and unique program to ensure more students

they are bright, and just need encouragement and

from regional and remote Western Australia have access

tuition to leap ahead,” Sally Clark, Acting Head of the

to tertiary education opportunities.

Broome Campus, said.

The Tertiary Pathway Program (TPP), delivered on the

Students who successfully complete this program

University’s Broome Campus, has been established to

meet minimum entry requirements for a range of

prepare students for the rigours of university education.

undergraduate courses at Notre Dame, including the
Bachelor of Nursing program.

“...they are bright, and just need
encouragement and tuition to
leap ahead.” – Sally Clark
The course aims to develop skills for independent
university learning, including the development of essential
skills in the areas of mathematics, academic reading and
writing, and research. The TPP is a tuition fee-free course

“Nursing, whilst it can be challenging, is a personally
and professionally rewarding career and there are
areas to suit just about every student. Being placed in
health care services in the Kimberley opens students’
eyes to the health care needs in regional and remote
communities in Australia, providing them with real-world
learning experiences that stay with them throughout
their nursing careers,” Mrs Clark said.
On-campus accommodation is available for students

for all Australian citizens.
“Our nationally-recognised research demonstrates that
enabling programs are critical to providing a pathway
to university for many capable students. Such students

who wish to study on the Broome Campus for a short
or extended period of time. For more information, visit
broomecourses.nd.edu.au.

Broome Nursing student, Kim Bulstrode, with Sally Clark, Acting Head of the Broome Campus.
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Australia-first course
to address the mental
and physical pain of
traumatic injury

Notre Dame appoints
inaugural Churack
Chair of Chronic Pain
Education and Research
The University of Notre Dame
Australia has appointed its
inaugural Churack Chair of
Chronic Pain Education and
Research, Professor Eric
Visser, based at the School of
Medicine, Fremantle.
This visionary program to
Professor Eric Visser

further the research and the
education of medicine students

in the area of chronic pain management, has been made
Associate Professor Dale Edgar (pictured with patient Jessica-Lee Wray),
along with Professor Peter Hamer and Winthrop Professor Fiona Wood,
are behind the launch of postgraduate courses in Burn and Trauma
Rehabilitation Management at Notre Dame.

possible through the generous donation of Geoff and Moira
Churack, their family and several other major donors.
“Despite chronic pain affecting 20 per cent of our community,
pain medicine may not be taught adequately in some

The University of Notre Dame Australia and the Fiona

institutions, which could lead to suboptimal patient care

Wood Foundation launched an Australia-first postgraduate

and undue suffering,” Professor Visser said.

program in May 2015 to ensure health-care practitioners
are well equipped to provide scarless healing in mind and
body to burn and trauma survivors.

“Through the Churack Chair and the Schools of Medicine,
Nursing & Midwifery, Physiotherapy, and Health Sciences,
Notre Dame will ensure that all students studying a

The Burn and Trauma Rehabilitation Management courses,

health-related discipline gain a solid understanding of

available at Graduate Certificate, Graduate Diploma and

chronic pain management by graduation.”

Master’s levels, are being delivered through the new Burn
Injury Research Node, established through collaboration
between the Fiona Wood Foundation; Notre Dame’s
School of Physiotherapy, Fremantle; and the University’s
Institute for Health Research.
“The course provides for an advanced level of clinical theory
and practical skills developed for the enhanced provision
of burn and trauma rehabilitation and improved quality of
care through research,” Professor Peter Hamer, Dean of the
School of Physiotherapy said. “It is an ideal program for any
physiotherapist, registered nurse, exercise physiologist and
other health care professional looking to broaden their skill
set in this important and burgeoning area of need.”
Head of the Burn Injury Research Node, Associate
Professor Dale Edgar, said this was an important initiative
providing increased capacity for the University and the
Australian community to improve treatment outcomes in
burns patients who suffered traumatic injuries.
For course information, please visit nd.edu.au/burn&trauma,
or contact the Prospective Students Office, Fremantle,
on +61 8 9433 0533 or email future@nd.edu.au.

In collaboration with St John of God Heath Care, the Chair
will build relationships and form partnerships with those
organisations currently undertaking laboratory based
research into chronic pain in ways that are consistent with
the University’s Objects.
Professor Shirley Bowen, Dean of the School of Medicine,
Fremantle, is delighted to have Professor Visser’s wealth
of experience brought to the role of the Chair.

“all students studying a health-related
discipline gain a solid understanding
of chronic pain management by
graduation.” – Professor Eric Visser
“His extensive teaching and clinical experience represents
a wonderful opportunity for our students to have a deeper
appreciation of the discipline of pain medicine,”
Professor Bowen said.
For more information about Notre Dame’s bold vision to
relieve Chronic Pain, please visit nd.edu.au/churack-chair.
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The legal lin
between he k
and energy alth
drinks
By Dr Marilyn Krawitz – Senior

US$27 billion of energy drinks were

Other countries have taken action.

Lecturer, School of Law, Fremantle

sold worldwide and millions of people

The Lithuanian Government passed

consumed these products daily.

a law that prohibits the sale of energy

Have you bought an energy drink
before? If so, where did you buy

Excessive energy drink consumption

it – a supermarket, corner store or

has also allegedly contributed to

online (among other places)? People

the death of teenagers in the United

under the age of 18 can easily buy

States of America. Their grieving

energy drinks from these places and

families filed lawsuits against

consume them.

manufacturers seeking compensation.

Have you also noticed the advertising

Along with my colleague Justine

for energy drinks? It is often geared

Howard from The University of Notre

toward young people and features

Dame Australia’s School of Law, we

popular sports and music. This can

have conducted research on the laws

entice young people to purchase and

regarding energy drinks in Australia

consume the product.

and overseas.

Promoted as beverages which

In our research we argue that in

increase physical and/or mental

addition to regulating the sale of

energy, medical studies have

energy drinks to people above the

found that excessive energy drink

age of 18, there should be stringent

consumption can lead to serious,

advertising conditions including the

life-threatening or fatal outcomes for

distribution channels and daily time in

consumers when ingested in one

which these products are promoted.

sitting. Some of these issues include

This could assist in changing

anxiety, nervousness, irritability,

public behaviour to reduce the

tremors, sleeplessness and blood

overconsumption of these products

glucose changes.

in today’s society.

Energy drinks have high amounts of

Whilst current Australian legislation

caffeine, particularly when compared

regulates energy drinks and their

to other caffeinated drinks, such as

labelling, the legislation does not

the average coffee. Energy drinks are

regulate who may purchase energy

a major industry. In 2013, more than

drinks and where.
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drinks to people under the age of 18.
Lithuanians who sell energy drinks to
minors can face a financial penalty.
Some American state governments
also debated passing a similar law,
such as those of Maine and Kentucky.
We hope our research will prove
helpful to the Australian Government
when it considers modifying the law
in this important area.

Academic profile
Dr Marilyn Krawitz is a widelypublished academic in the areas
of social media and the courts,
and health law. She completed
her PhD on ‘An examination
of social media’s impact upon
the courts in Australia’. Marilyn
spoke on this research at
Harvard University.
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The Production (Class) Room
Emulating film industry practice in the Film &
Screen Production program at Notre Dame
By Marco Ianniello – Course

guest lectures or observation, but

projects the teaching and learning

Coordinator, Media &

through ‘active’ collaboration.

space transforms into a vibrant creative

Communications – School of Arts
& Sciences, Sydney

To manage this, I initiated student-led
problem based learning (PBL) models

At the heart of the Film & Screen

in 2009, and this was further refined in

Production program is a focus on

the capstone units in 2014. Class tasks,

emulating authentic film industry

assessments and communication

workflows within an educational

techniques were directly drawn from

context. My teaching philosophy is to

methods of professional practice

provide the foundation of filmmaking

used in the film industry providing

skills—technical and conceptual—

students with a learning environment

and then provide a collaborative

that is representative of a professional

space that allows students to take

screen production project. Although

risks, be ambitious and connect with

student-led, I actively collaborate

their storytelling voice.

with the students in a ‘supervising

The greatest challenge in teaching
film production at university is
managing the dynamics of creative
group work and ensuring consistent
and balanced student engagement.
In addition, it is necessary to
develop an assessment strategy that
provides a framework to assess each

hub of students and filmmakers
(lecturers/tutors), where critical
feedback on their films in progress are
framed within collaborative workshops,
rather than a traditional consultation
setting. Indeed by this stage, the room
is full of filmmakers collectively creating,
critiquing and ultimately, learning.

producer’ capacity, where I direct
my knowledge and experience as
a filmmaker to closely and critically
mentor the students’ projects. The
tone of the classroom shifts from
that of ‘lecturer and students’ to a
hub of ‘creative collaborators’ in a
production room environment.

Academic profile
Marco is an award winning
filmmaker and screenwriter.
He has directed and produced

individual’s contribution to the group

Linking my professional expertise as

six critically-acclaimed

tasks (in this case, making short films).

an independent filmmaker (and that

documentaries and written and

Further to this and perhaps of equal

of colleagues) to the classroom is

directed two short dramas. This

importance, is for students to be

intrinsic to the Film & Screen program

research earned Marco the 2015

mentored by filmmakers active in the

in Sydney. Collaborating with active

Vice Chancellor’s Award for

field, to bridge the gap between the

screen practitioners (practice-led

Initiatives that Enhance Student

confines of the tertiary setting and

researchers) within our School adds

Learning on Notre Dame’s

active engagement with industry

to the ‘production room’ environment.

Sydney Campus.

professionals, not simply through

Towards the final stages of students’

The University of Notre Dame Australia magazine
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Sports ethics:
Do professional
athletes have
a special duty
to be role
models?
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By Professor Sandra Lynch –

both unrealistic and unreasonable.

Personal, social and environmental

Director, Institute for Ethics

Professor Sandra Lynch (IES) and

factors affect players’ perceptions

and Society

Associate Professors Daryl Adair

of their roles as professional athletes

and Paul Jonson (UTS) found that

and their motivation as players. In

employment contracts infringe

turn, this shapes their understanding

players’ rights to privacy and to the

of the significance of the general

presumption of innocence under

and extensive moral clauses in

the law, as well as unfairly extending

their contracts. Given that research

the scope of their responsibilities.

indicates a correlation between anti-

Rather than attempting to specifically

social behaviour and ego-involving

identify forms of disreputable activity,

environments, the anti-social

the clauses constitute powerful legal

transgressions that occur in sport are

devices that operate to require that a

not surprising. When we look at the

player’s activity on and off the field is

environments in which professional

always reputable.

athletes operate we find a volatile mix

Do professional athletes have a special
duty to be role models? Do they have
off-field responsibilities to be moral
exemplars? The employment contracts
of many professional athletes imply
just this kind of responsibility. Moral
clauses stipulate that players must
avoid bringing the game they play into
disrepute, not just by refraining from
illegal activity but also by avoiding
any activity that would discredit their
game, their club, their team, club

of fame, free time and high levels of

sponsors or suppliers. Such clauses

Whether a player’s responsibility to

imply that players have contractual

behave in a reputable manner can

obligations to act as role models at

reasonably be extended to all aspects

all times and they have some appeal

of life – both on and off-field – depends

in the face of well-publicised deviant

in part on the player’s understanding

Beyond this, two other potentially

and anti-social behaviour on the part

of the nature of their responsibilities.

associated factors may have an

of professional athletes.

Players might regard their high salaries

impact on the development of moral

and product endorsement fees as

understanding among professional

justified recompense for the level of

athletes. The first relates to the

their talent, skill and dedication. Some

moral reasoning capacity of young

athletes do not appear to recognise

athletes. Research in the United

that the benefits that flow from

States suggests that by comparison

product endorsements are built on

with their non-athletic peers, college

relationships established with those

athletes displayed a lower level of

(possibly young and impressionable)

moral reasoning in relation to a set of

consumers influenced by their fame.

standard moral dilemmas.

However, research undertaken at
the Institute for Ethics and Society
(IES) in collaboration with the
University of Technology Sydney
(UTS) argues that the expectations
sporting associations and the
general public have of professional
athletes, particularly footballers, are

InPrincipio — Vol. 27 • August 2015

disposable income – a mix that is
unlikely to emphasise the formation
of moral identity.
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College athletes used what is
referred to as ‘game reasoning’,
which demonstrates a degree
of ambivalence about the moral
implications of competition and
aggression in sport. Thus while
we value sport as a form of play,
an avenue of social and moral
development, a character-building
activity, these ideals are somewhat
paradoxically juxtaposed to notions of
competition and success, particularly
within professional sports such as
football. The public and sporting
clubs justifiably expect professional
footballers to respect and be subject
to ethical and legal proscriptions; but
this research argues that we ought
to recognise that some players are
ill-equipped to take on the status of
a role model both on and off-field.
We conclude that this recognition
has a bearing firstly, on the extent
to which we can reasonably expect

Dr Anne-Marie Hill

WA research reports
world-first reduction
in injurious falls
A research study, led by Dr Anne-Marie Hill from The University of
Notre Dame Australia’s School of Physiotherapy and Institute for Health
Research, has found that individualised falls prevention strategy education
programs can reduce falls and cases of injury by more than 40 per cent.

professional athletes to be moral

The ground-breaking study, published in the recent edition of UK health

exemplars, and secondly, on the

journal The Lancet, shows targeted education programs which encourage

responsibility of clubs to assist

patient feedback and train hospital staff can effectively reduce cases of

young players in reflecting upon their

injurious falls in older hospital patients.

extent of their responsibilities as
professional athletes.

The trial, involving more than 3500 people conducted across eight
Western Australian aged care rehabilitation units, encouraged patients
to develop strategies to improve their safety whilst in hospital which was
informed by educational tools including a short video clip and workbook.
Patients’ strategies were used also to influence safety practices on
individual wards as well as in the training of hospital staff to better manage
falls’ prevention with older patients.
Researchers estimate that throughout the course of the study they may
have prevented approximately 320 falls, alleviating more than $750,000 of

Academic profile
Professor Sandra Lynch is a
philosopher with expertise in
applied and professional ethics,
ethics and values education, and
the constitution of the self and
friendship.
For further details on their
publications and media
appearances visit the Institute’s
website (nd.edu.au/ies), and click
on the ‘Applied & Professional
Ethics’ Research Focus Area.

potential expenditure by the health system.
“This is the first time in the world that providing a single intervention in a
hospital setting has significantly reduced injurious falls, which is pleasing,”
Dr Hill said. “Communicating with our patients about how they can
undertake safe strategies while they are in hospital allows them to be
actively involved in their own recovery efforts and, hopefully, a reduction in
any serious rehabilitation setbacks as a result.”
The study was funded by the State Health Research Advisory Council
and the Department of Health, with the collaborative team including Dr
Nicholas Waldron (WA Health), who was a principal investigator, and
Professor Terry Haines (Monash University), education program developer.
To view the falls prevention educational video used as part of the study,
please visit www.youtube.com/watch?v=MyGaYVz1d1o.
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Study Abroad

Study Abroad –
the passport to
a global learning
community
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The University of Notre Dame Australia’s Study Abroad

and just in general trying to immerse myself with Australians

program is opening students’ eyes, hearts and minds

and have an authentic experience,” Patrick said.

to new cultures and learning communities, and helping
to establish a network of international contacts and
associated employment benefits.
Through its international educational partners,

“This sense of community that I felt whilst studying at
Notre Dame gave me the support and reassurance to
know that I can achieve great things through my studies
and personal life.”

Notre Dame’s Study Abroad program seeks to transform its
students into global citizens through the exchange of ideas
and information with classmates from across the world.
Professor Peta Sanderson, Pro Vice Chancellor
International and Research, says studying abroad in
different academic systems can assist a student’s
personal and professional development through exposure
to different cultures, political structures and languages.
“Studying abroad can be such an important part of
career development. It can put you at an advantage
in the job market and in any future study aspirations.
Being able to demonstrate to a potential employer
that you have experienced study and, in some cases,
working life, in a different country, can be very valuable,”
Professor Sanderson said.
Paige Nagle, who is studying a Bachelor of

“Studying abroad can be such
an important part of career
development. It can put you
at an advantage in the job
market and in any future
study aspirations. Being able
to demonstrate to a potential
employer that you have
experienced study and, in some
cases, working life, in a different
country, can be very valuable.”
– Professor Peta Sanderson

Communications/Bachelor of Arts on the University’s
Fremantle Campus, returned from her Study Abroad

Professor Sanderson recommends that prospective

program at Sogang University in Seoul, South Korea,

Study Abroad students plan early in their academic

with a wealth of international experience and a greater

programs and, where possible, take advantage of available

appreciation for the global community.

Federal Government funding, including the New Colombo

“What made Sogang University different was the student
body; I felt like I was part of a community and not just an
Australian student studying at a foreign campus,” Paige said.
“The emphasis on practical learning saw me outside the
classroom and connected with the best theatre, fashion,
music and culinary culture South Korea has to offer.
Learning Hangul, the Korean alphabet, as part of the
program was rewarding.”
Through close relationships with its international partners,
Notre Dame also opens its doors to hundreds of international

Plan which provides scholarships for study and internships
in the Indo-Pacific region.
“Students who study in Asia have access to a wide
range of classes for foreign students in a very supportive
and safe environment. Language subsidies may also be
available. Additionally there are wonderful internship and
volunteering programs available which connect students
with the local culture in a number of ways,” Professor
Sanderson said.
Please visit nd.edu.au/study-abroad for more information.

students each year from North America, Europe and Asia.
Patrick Martin, a student from Saint John’s University
in Minnesota, USA, studied at Notre Dame’s Fremantle
Campus during Semester One in 2015.
In addition to exploring some of Western Australia’s
prominent landmarks from Coral Bay to Cape Leeuwin,
Patrick said it was the sense of community provided by
Notre Dame that made his university time most worthwhile.
“My experience at Notre Dame has been pretty fantastic
and memorable to say the least. I was involved with
Campus Ministry, community dinners, recreational soccer,

Patrick Martin
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Notre Dame scholarship program

Benefactors continue to
help Notre Dame students
realise their dreams

Amala Paul and Abbey Smith
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In 2015, the continuing support from a number of
generous benefactors is enabling students such as Abbey
Smith and Amala Paul to realise their academic dreams at
The University of Notre Dame Australia.
For Amala, receiving the Woss Family Scholarship in
nursing, donated by Ron and Brigid Woss, meant she
could continue her education. The scholarship was
created to assist meritorious mature-age students facing
impediments to their educational opportunities.
The Woss family, who have been supporters of the
University since 2006, fund up to six scholarships in the
Schools of Nursing & Midwifery and Medicine on the
Fremantle Campus.
“I was having a hard financial situation and was thinking
of delaying my course,” Amala said. “This generous gift
means I can continue my studies.”
Amala came to Notre Dame after completing her high
school in India. “I chose Notre Dame for a number of
reasons. The University provides an excellent teaching
faculty, pastoral care, and the opportunity to participate
in holy Mass while on Campus. These were all very
significant for me,” Amala said.
Abbey, the recipient of the Clem and Rita Honner
Perpetual Scholarship in Nursing, said that receiving the
award came as a huge shock and an even bigger honour.
“I applied for the scholarship, never actually considering
that I would be successful. This means that I can pursue
my dream,” Abbey said.
The Honner Scholarship is awarded to a rural student in
Western Australia for the duration of their undergraduate
studies with the University’s School of Nursing & Midwifery.
Abbey, who made the move to Fremantle from Wandina,
an outer suburb of Geraldton, said that attending Notre
Dame would enable her to become a great nurse. “I am so
grateful to John Honner for his generosity in helping rural
students to pursue their studies,” Abbey said.
Scholarships are available to students studying in all
nine of Notre Dame’s academic schools across the
University’s three Campuses. Academic merit scholarships
are also available for commencing undergraduate
students, recognising outstanding secondary school
and extracurricular achievement which are funded by the
University, industry, and not-for-profit organisations.
Notre Dame’s scholarships deliver rewarding student
benefits – from financial assistance to supplementing
living costs for students relocating from country areas or

Notre Dame
scholarships
Applications are now
open for 2016
HELYRON Education Scholarship
The Scholarship is to assist and
encourage meritorious students who have
demonstrated motivation and commitment
to achieve academically, despite financial
hardship, to commence an Education
degree at the Fremantle Campus.
The Beasley Family Scholarship in
Medicine and Nursing
The Scholarship is to assist and
encourage Aboriginal or Torres Strait
Islander students enrolled in the
School of Medicine or the School of
Nursing & Midwifery at Notre Dame’s
Fremantle Campus.
The Wilfred and Gracinda
D’Souza Scholarship
The Scholarship is to assist and encourage
a student enrolled in the School of Health
Sciences; School of Medicine; School
of Nursing & Midwifery; or School of
Physiotherapy, for whom educational
opportunities are limited because of
financial or personal hardship.
MADAL Scholarships in Medicine
The purpose of the MADAL Scholarships
in Medicine is to assist and encourage
students in financial need enrolled in
the School of Medicine at Notre Dame’s
Fremantle Campus. Up to three cash
Scholarships of $7000 each will be
awarded per annum. To be eligible
for the Scholarship, applicants must
have enrolled as a full time student in
the Bachelor of Medicine/Bachelor of
Surgery Award at the School of Medicine,
Fremantle, and be able to demonstrate
that their educational opportunities are
limited due to adverse circumstances.
Willetton Parish Scholarship
The Scholarship is to provide tuition
assistance to a first-year student in the
School of Arts & Sciences, Fremantle.
For more information and to search for
other available scholarships, please visit
nd.edu.au/scholarships.

internationally, to unique practicum opportunities, and
research grants for further study.
The University of Notre Dame Australia magazine
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Alumni

Stories from the Notre Dame community

Dr Rohan Carter

Carly Hill

Bachelor of Medicine / Bachelor of Surgery (MBBS), 2009

Diploma of Nursing, 2014

School of Medicine, Fremantle

School of Nursing & Midwifery, Broome

I started studying Medicine at Notre Dame after working as

I started studying my Diploma of Nursing at The University

a Registered Nurse. During my time in nursing, I developed

of Notre Dame Australia’s Broome Campus in 2013.

a deep respect for Aboriginal people and a genuine

Nursing was a career choice I had considered for many

concern for the many issues that are affecting this group.

years but decided to put on hold until my children were of

I started medicine with a vague idea that I would one day

school age. My husband, our three children and I moved

work as a GP in Aboriginal health. This became more than

to Broome in 2012 from Sydney for a lifestyle change and

a vague idea after the Kimberley trip in our second year!

it was then that I decided it was time for me to fulfil my

I was inspired to commit to working full-time in this much
needed area.

career choice of becoming a nurse. Being a mature-age
student, I found completing my Diploma of Nursing was a
useful pathway to achieve my goal as a Registered Nurse.

After graduation, I worked for two years in the hospital

The staff at Notre Dame made me feel extremely welcome

system before being accepted into GP training. My first 18

and were always available when needed.

months were at the Geraldton Aboriginal Medical Service,
where I learnt that one of the fundamental aspects
of “Closing the Gap” is in developing chronic disease
management, both for those with chronic disease and
those at risk of chronic disease.
I then spent 12 months in the Kimberley. During my time
at the Ord Valley Aboriginal Health Service, I was involved
in the development of its chronic disease program. I was

Having the flexibility of being able to participate and listen
to lectures from home through Collaborate was a great
advantage when studying with children.
When I graduated from my Diploma of Nursing as an
Enrolled Nurse, I was able to start working casually at
Broome Hospital with the foundation skills to confidently
practise within my field whilst continuing my study.

honoured and humbled to be awarded joint winner of

I am currently continuing my studies at Notre Dame,

the WAGPET 2014 GP Registrar of the year award for

completing my Bachelor of Nursing.

my work with that program. I am very humbled as I was
acknowledged for doing something that I love and would
do for free.
I truly value my time spent at Notre Dame. I believe that this
not only made me a better doctor, but a better person.
I am back at the Geraldton Aboriginal Medical Service now
and am enjoying teaching Notre Dame medical students
who come to us for GP placements.
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“I truly value my time spent at
Notre Dame. I believe that this not
only made me a better doctor,
but a better person.” – Dr Rohan Carter
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Emma Lambert

Bridget McConnell

Bachelor of Education (Birth to Twelve Years), 2010

Bachelor of Nursing, 2010

School of Education, Sydney

School of Nursing, Sydney

When I started at The University of Notre Dame Australia,

I studied for my Bachelor of Nursing at The University

the Sydney Campus had only been open for a year and

of Notre Dame Australia, Sydney, under a highly

there were around 2000 students. When I completed my

supportive education team. Looking back on my time

studies, this number had doubled and continues to grow.

as an undergraduate, I couldn’t be happier that I chose

Everyone studying Primary Education, Early Childhood

to take this journey with Notre Dame. The School of

Education and other degrees all seemed to know each

Nursing prepared me for the high tech, fast-paced and

other and it was a very friendly and communal atmosphere.

quickly changing clinical environment. Although I was

While I was at university, I worked for KU Children’s Services
as a childcare worker and also as a support teacher for
children with special needs. Following this experience, I was
very lucky to be offered a one-year block at Meadowbank
Public School which ended up turning into more than three
years of work. I taught Year One for just over a year, a Year
Three class for a year, and a composite class of Years 3
and 4 for another year. At Meadowbank, I implemented the

nervous when I officially became a Registered Nurse, I
was confident that I had received the essential education
necessary to fulfil my new role. The staff at Notre Dame
encouraged me to further my studies by completing my
honours. The findings of my study have been published
in the Journal of Clinical Nursing and I presented these
findings at an international nursing research conference in
Hong Kong; a fantastic experience!

debating program, coached and trained Primary Schools

Since graduating, I have divided my time between working

Sports Association softball, was an Active After School

in the Intensive Care Unit of a Sydney hospital and as

Sport coach, organised the Public Speaking Competition,

a Sessional Tutor, teaching first and second year Notre

as well as the Knitting and Chess Clubs, just to name a few.

Dame Nursing students. I enjoy the mix between practical

I then commenced work at Ermington Public School where
I taught a Year Four class for three terms. This year I have
been asked to teach the Reading Recovery program. I am
also teaching library for a Year Two and a Year Six class,
supporting mathematics groups for Years One, Five and Six,
and doing school sport.

nursing and teaching. At present, I am undertaking my
Graduate Certificate in University Teaching and have
recently become a clinical facilitator for the University.
My aim is to pursue a career in nursing education, but I
don’t know what the future holds, and that’s the beauty of
nursing...it could take me anywhere!

I still remember my first lecture where we were told to
look around the room and at the people we would be
lifelong friends with. This has in fact turned into reality as
I am still close friends with my former fellow classmates
and lecturers at Notre Dame. I wish everyone all the best
in their career and I hope students’ experiences at Notre
Dame are as beneficial and memorable as mine were.
The University of Notre Dame Australia magazine
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Events

Broome

Open Day
Every day

Events
Fremantle

Admissions Info
& Expo – 5.30pm
(incl Alternative Entry)

Tue 15 September

Sydney

Open Day
Sat 29 August

Broome Campus
Every day is an Open Day on the Broome
Campus. Visitors are always welcome.

Please contact the Broome Campus on +61 8 9192 0600
to organise a time for a Campus tour.

Fremantle Campus
Wednesday 9 September

Parent Information Evening

Tuesday 15 September

Admissions Information & Expo including Alternative Entry

Tuesday 20 October

Postgraduate Course & Research Information Evening

Wednesday 4 November

Admissions Information & Expo including Alternative Entry

Sydney Campus
Saturday 29 August

OPEN DAY 2015

Tuesday 1 September

Getting to Know Nursing

Wednesday 30 September

Mature-age and Postgraduate Evening

Wednesday 30 September

Time Management for Year 12

Tuesday 24 - Thursday 26 November

Twilight Tour & Course Information Evening

Monday 14 - Friday 18 December

Logos for Schools

Daily

Tours of the Sydney Campus

For further information or to register for the events above, please visit nd.edu.au.
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Campus Ministry events
Broome Campus
MASS TIMES
Nulungu Chapel, Broome Campus
Mass

Contact Campus Ministry for weekly Mass times

Morning Prayer

Thursday at 8.30am

For more information on the events listed above, please contact the Campus Ministry office, Broome:
Campus Minister Matt Hill – matthew.hill@nd.edu.au

Fremantle Campus
Mondays at 2.00pm

Bible Study in Chapel Courtyard

Every Monday night

Holy Spirit Choir rehearsals

Tuesdays at 10.00am

Plunge In: Coffee and Conversations in Bateman Courtyard

Saturday 29 & Sunday 30 August

First Steps Parenting Course

Tuesday 1, 8, 15, 22 September

Theology of the Body – Series II

October

Holy Hour for Vocations in Malloy Courtyard

November

Month of Remembrance

Monday 23 November

Holy Spirit Choir Advent Recital

Thursday 3 to Saturday 5 December

Australian Catholic Youth Festival – Adelaide

For full event details visit nd.edu.au/ministry/fremantle
MASS TIMES
Holy Spirit Chapel, Fremantle – Bateman’s Courtyard, Mouat Street, Fremantle Campus
Mass	Monday - Friday at 12.35pm
Sunday Evening Mass at 6.00pm

Angelus

Monday - Friday at 12.30pm

Eucharistic Adoration Wednesday 2.30pm

For more information on the events listed above, please contact the Campus Ministry office, Fremantle:
Manager, Campus Ministry Tom Gourlay – tom.gourlay@nd.edu.au

Sydney Campus
Each Monday during Semester 2 at 12.00pm

Polish Barbecue and Talks on Pope John Paul II;
Polish Culture & Catholicism

Monday 7 September

Theology on Tap

For full event details visit nd.edu.au/ministry/sydney
MASS TIMES
St Benedict’s, Broadway
104 Broadway, Broadway NSW

Sacred Heart, Darlinghurst
180 Darlinghurst Road, Darlinghurst NSW

Mass

Monday - Friday at 12.35pm

Confession

Monday - Friday at 11.45am

Mass	Thursday at 12.05pm;
Friday at 9.00am (Parish Mass)

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Monday: 9am - 5pm; Wednesday: 11.30am - 12:30pm

Confession Thursday at 11.30am

For more information on the events listed above, please contact Chaplaincy Sydney:
Chaplaincy Convenor Patrick Langrell – patrick.langrell@nd.edu.au
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